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NOTHER Assembly of the World Council of Churches 

is to be held this summer. It is to take place at Evans- 
ton in the United States and its theme will be “ Jesus Christ, 
the Hope of the World.” A considerable literature, including 
reports, study guides, pamphlets and magazine articles 
comes to us with the intent to arouse interest in the various 
forthcoming deliberations. 

It is surprising how little has been heard in this country 
concerning some of the matters that are to form the subject 
of discussion within the sessions of the Assembly. There is, 
for instance, the question of the basis upon which Churches 
are admitted to membership. This is a matter which has a 

ial interest to ourselves for from its inception the World 

has laid it down that only those Churches which 
“ accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour” are 
eligible for membership. 

In the British Council, a constituent body of the World 
Council, Unitarians, Quakers and the Salvation Army have 
had associate membership because they were members 


They have not liked the membership formula. In fact, the 
Remonstrant Brotherhood of the Netherlands, the Aus- 
tralian Presbyterians and the Quakers have sought to effect 
amendments. 


Proposed Changes Rejected 
The first of these Churches would have the basis read 


THE CHALLENGE EVANSTON 


ship. It stresses that this limits the World Council to those 
Churches which acknowledge “their Lord as the second 
person of the Trinity.” | 


pport. An posals 


Signs of Uneasiness 


On these matters there has been silence in Great 
Britain. We wonder what liberal opinion within this 
country’s member groups have to say about this? Are they 
equally anxious for Evanston to close its doors permanently 
upon all Liberal Christians? One thing is very clear. In 
addition to the three churches mentioned there are others 
community with membership in America, Canada and 
own country (here it takes the name of Churches of 
have intimated that they are ready to join with other 
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A very definite swing to the “ right ” within the World | 
Council is further revealed by a statement made by its . 
secretary at a recent press conference. a 
already of the two organizations out of which the British 
Council evolved. Upon some British Council Committees : 
Unitarians have been represented. . 
Within the Ecumenical movement generally quite a lot 
of Christian have been about this situation. “Any attempt.” the Disciples declare. “to write a new 
standard of orthodoxy would result in a further division 
rather than the unity of the people of Christ.” 
“ Human creeds, as bonds of union and terms of com- 
munion, are necessarily schismatical and divisive.” 
We welcome such comments no less than we appreciate 
the well meaning approaches of those who have used their 
influence to achieve a more inclusive basis of membership. 
ve ity soon to survey vanston deliberations. 
for “ Jesus as Lord.” The Australian Presbyterians argued of 
for “God in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. for some Churches reveal concern over the strong emphasis 
Each of these suggestions has been rejected by a com- upon the eschatological problem of the Christian hope 
mittee of the World Council which was appointed to con- which, they affirm, is being made and eclipsing considera- 
sider them. Their view is that none of them would be within tion of problems more relevant to church union. 
the christological principle set forth in the existing basis. Our continental brethren, some of whom belong like 
Eg ourselves to the International Association for Liberal Chri 
but what is illuminating is that this Committee the 
World Council ought expressly to affirm that “ the fact of the outcome of their efforts. This can be but it 
y to them and to ourselves an important lesson__ 
nessed to by implication in the basis.” The urges Christian people everywhere, who reject a credal 
that the acceptance of the basis musi be the fundamental of Christian allegiance, must come more 
criterion to be met with by all churches secking member- resolve to make a more powerful and 
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vigorous instrument of the LA.R.F: There tiust-be 


deavour, not only to bring more free religious movements 
into its ranks, but a concern to familiarize the people in the 
various churches themselves with the nature of its work and 
witness. The concept of a World Fellowship of Li 


Churches needs to be presented imaginatively. The Inter- 


national must be made to speak with a certain voice. Its — 


message must be courageously proclaimed. A hesitant 
policy will not get us anywhere. | : | 
__. At our recent General Assembly some practical sug- 
— with this end in view were put forward by the 
oderator of the Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of 
Ireland. We urge they receive serious consideration. Belfast 
in 1955 is likely to be the scene of the next I.A.R.F. con- 
gress. It is not too early to start talking about it and to 
prepare people in our churches for its discussions. 


Evanston may place another bolt on the door barring 
access to Liberal Christians. But nothing Evanston can do 


Finally, we hope it is not inappropriate to suggest that 
the delegates to Evanston might usefully ponder over the 
American scholar, Dr. C. A. Torrey’s i 


of the 


a 
; shorn of beauty; and even 
Christian forms, such as Calvinism, the effect has 


Let us imagine, if we can, this possibility—that a world of 
beings had been created, disciplined and perfected, but that 
they were unhappy: should we not feel that Creation had 
somehow been a failure? Happiness is the end and justifica- 
tion of existence. | 

But happiness has this peculiarity: it is a goal that can 


_ never be reached by seeking it. Indeed, we seldom do directly 


seek it. The objects of our search are concrete things, like the | 
soap in the picture which the baby is trying to clutch and 
“won't be happy till he gets it.” One says “I will make 
money,” another “I will hit the headlines,”; one sets his heart 


- on becoming a scholar, another on serving some cause. These 


ends are often not deliberately chosen ; we simply obey our 
instincts. This man tries to get rich because he is strongly 
acquisitive, that man cultivates music because he has musical 
tastes and gifts. | 


Happiness is a shy nymph that we may glimpse, but if 
we try to seize her she flees, and if we pursue we can never 
catch her. She is like a bubble, so beautiful as its colours 
flash in the sunlight ; but grasp it and it bursts in your hand, 
and you find you have grasped nothing . Happiness is a bye- 
—s something that slips in when we are not thinking 


Happiness, then, is the end of existence, but an end that 


of smiling beauty. 

Happiness is on varying levels. Blessedness is happiness 
on the highest level. It may be a mystic experience such as 
Longfellow’s monk knew Christ appeared to him in his 
cell. But there is nothing mystical in the teaching of Jesus on 
the matter. He never leaves the solid ground of ordinary life. 
Who are the blessed? The meek, the merciful, the peace- 
makers—people who are simply and truly good. Seeing God— 

_ that may be a mystic experience ; but there is nothing mystical 
in being pure im heart. The highest happiness is open to the 
ordinary man. If we seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
joy. Nay the pain and sacrifice we 
may know peace that passeth understanding. 
God pays dividends as we go along. The ultimate truth is that 
goodness and cannot be divorced. 

Altrincham: 

30 for sstri 


U.YP.L. 

Youth Committee. the Rev. A. 
W. Vallance who evemng the 
Chapel Women's service. A 
women's choir sang ” and the 
sermon was preached League, Mrs. 


can curb the power of Liberal Christianity in the world if 
those who accept its way rise to the occasion. In fact, the 
narrow outlook that Evanston reports reveal oon bee 
tirring eff . They, should arouse our in ee 
: efforts so that Liberal Christianity is made a greater sae cannot be reached by seeking it. In a sense we stumble upon 
in our midst and its international organization so strength- "The dom 
1S so. descri as 
| ened that it may make deeper impact upon contemporary —_—bjessed the man who studied the Law of God and lived by 
religious life and thought. it. Jesus attached blessedness to certain great virtues. Happi- 
way. 
Goodness and happiness are finally one. They are like 
concluding words of the Sth Chapter of St. Matthew's Gos- two rivulets which flow towards each other and at last merge 
| pel. “ Be ye therefore all including (in your goodwill) even 
including.” 
as your Heavenly Father is all incl $ AS. a matter of painful perplexity that the morally careless often 
of life than do the law-abiding. 
may very PPy. are temporary 
HAPPINESS AND GOODNESS the may are temporary 
leads to happiness but that goodness is happiness. Virtue 
— @ By E. B. Storr sometimes wears a grim aspect, but as we live with her the 
war is the 
has been di i 
main schools, the one 
| other in virtue. May it 
| either alone but in a 
/ complementary rather than antagonistic ? 
| Certainly when only one of these factors is seen 
| is unfortunate. The Epicurean view tends to od 
When the Christian Se oleness, with | 
goodness happiness each receiving recognition, we get 
a glimpse of the real Supreme Good. 
Practically all people covet happiness for themselves, and 
that almost universal craving must spring from a very deep 
source. Is it not significant that the Psalms, the cream of 
t 4 devotional literature in the Old Testament, and the Beatitudes, 
j the core of Christian ethics in the New Testament, both open 
Heaven as finding of a priceless pearl or treasure in 
>? a field ; and again as a feast—a wedding feast—a j even or cms = 8 
rejoice—even in tribulation, for it was only a rough way to 
ng The faithful servant is welcomed into the joy of 
his 
The Westminster up in 1646, 
av significant statement. To “what is 
chet cad of man?” the ano Hine Find happiness in Him. 
ever.” 1 Garden was deci rained indoors. and though aut 
The chief end of man, according to this Christian creed, is to a poke of eck cat cr cx 
be eternally happy in God. a 
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DISCIPLINE 
| By Dr. R. W. Wilde 
AS | write this article my morning paper contains news of 


r unofficial strike in a public service undertaking. 


The time has long since passed when it could be imagined that 
public ownership, in and of itself, would guarantee harmonious 


relationships between employers and employed. Nationaliza- 


tion, simply as such, ensures neither fairness and considera- 
tion on part of the employing body, nor reasona 


and restraint on the part of those who are working for it. | 


Human nature is a conservative thing, and remains stubbornly 
the same through all the changes and chances of economic re- 
ond industriel 


not worked uniformly for good, and the recent move to form 
a Conservative Trade Union group may well lead ultimately 
to a real dissociation of Trade Unionism, as such, from party 


not 
The 
the notion every 
industry there is little 


war, and will 
slowly vanish imto distance. 
Of one thing a real and 
rightful place for does not 
come of culting authority 
There is a rightful ; 
its best 1 develops and 
ties, and brings out the 


‘planes were flying ; 


are not allowed to advertise; they may not withhold or 
“ patent” any scientific discovery that comes their way ; their 
relationships with their patients are strictly regarded and 
strictly enforced. The Law Society, too, lays down for its 
members a very rigid code of conduct. 


That discipline plays a large part in the Army and Navy 
is of course a truism. In recent years there has been some little 
protest against what is vulgarly called “ spit and polish.” And 
doubtless discipline can become footling and at times even 
ridiculous. But this is just the wart on an otherwise handsome 
face, the flaw in a predominantly good thing. Observers at the 
time told how, at the historic evacuation at Dunkirk a. young 
naval officer, little more than a boy, stood on a pier-end 
directing embarkation operations. Low overhead German 
were falling all around him every 
moment ; but, said one journalist, this youthful naval officer 
stood as calm and unflinching “ as if he were observing Hamp- 


to natural courage and directed purpose, you have about the 
strongest force that this world knows. Then, indeed, you have 


qe 


require 
Church calls for 
loyalty and per- 


; _ It is easy to be merely cynical about these unofficial 
an stead Heath on a Bank Holiday.” Now, that sort of thing does 
es the philosopher Locke three centuries ago asserted, is a not come of courage alone, although no one would wish to 
b3 dominating impulse in the human make-up, and it may be deny the magnificent courage involved in it. But discipline 
Pe doubted if men will ever throw off the traces without some too was there. When you have discipline and training allied 
action. 
of courage n ea con- 
. q Recent decades have witnessed an increasing separation ists i ; ” 
between the Trade Union leader on the one hand, and the rank 
and file of the workers whom he is appointed to represent on —_ externa pline falls away there 1s all the 
. the other, with a resulting loss of confidence by the many in more need for an internal and self-imposed discipline. 
te the leadership of the few. Trade Union officials have become _ The General has just as much need of discipline as the 
is more and more absorbed in political programmes and activi- veriest mew recruit, the specialist as the newly-qualified 
| ties, in Parliamentary interests and involvements, possibly in medical student, the archbishop as the newly-ordained curate. 
matters of international import and moment, and there is a Only, with the General, the specialist, and the archbishop the 
suspicion, valid or unwarranted, that they have less time and discipline has to be largely self-imposed and self-directed. The 
interest and energy to spare for devoting to the problems and freer you are outwardly, the more the need for discipline | 
needs that are, ostensibly, their primary concern. The long within. 
identification of Trade Unionism with one political party has * 
That is precisely why a free faith makes such big demands 
on those who accept it. There could be no greater mistake EE j 
~olitical almmitses allogether. [0 an outside Observer, a mere to imagine that by becoming free of outward restraints we | 
philosopher of politics, it would seem that the promotion and become free of restraints and constraints altogether. It is 
safeguarding of the interests of the workers is a necessary and easier to be a Roman Catholic than a Unitarian, a 
full-time function, needing to be maintained regardless of what a creed-bound church than an adherent of a 
political party happens at any one moment to hold the reins does not enforce a creed. The people of the Free 
The return of Trade Union leaders to Trade Union ‘™<S or go-as-you-please. 
ities and affinities only might bring sew and nat what one believes at all 
| _- have all too frequently concluded that it 
On the other hand, it must be miraculous priesthood. having the keys of Heaven and of 
? very friendly to the notion of : they have thought that they could dispense with priests t 
| new Welfare State has tended to breed and that nothing would be lost should they cut themscives 
Jack is as good as his master, and in 
these are profound mistakes, and because of 
“ boss ™ or foreman. All along the line Faith has mot made the headway that it ought. 
it may be that im the end things will 
that much of to-day's 1 i of restraint i 
so to speak, at the bayonet pom: for a persestence and 
intensity of purpose, though no more commanded under 
penalty of excommunication. 
straint, high obedience to 
Nothing is harder im all this world than wnely 
or degrading thing to be a man under authority. Plato saw long ages simce that the freest 
that the noblest and mosi creative profes- philosophers to man it. Equally, the Free 
discipline and insist on ining a larec men and women of heros temper. of 
measure The surse undergoes many years of training 
during which she has to orders and act unpurchaseable fidelity. ; 
on them LY So too docs tremendous privilege, and a terrific 
: the medical student. Indeed, mever escapes or out- The Free Church most of ali has aced of the soldierly 
grows the sweep of disciplime. The British Medical Associa- qualities. The free man im Christ needs to be Gecipieeed be- 
thom cuercises a wery strict desciplmme ower ts members; they youd ali the rest 
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TRUTH AND CERTAINTY 


by A. VICTOR MURRAY 
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by F. KENWORTHY, M.A., B.D. 
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1/6, by post 1/8 


CAN WE PROVE THE TRUTH OF. RELIGION? 

_ by RAYMOND V. HOLT, B.Litt., M.A. 

No. 19 in Religion in a Changing World series 
1/6, by post 1/8 | 
In the Press 
LEADERS OF EARLY CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
by S. H. MELLONE, M.A., D.Sc. | 

Probable price 15/- 
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Society Agents, House purchase arranged. . 
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FIVE UNITARIANS REQUIRED to make up party to Swiss 

come. Vacancies, Norway, August .—Parkinson, indsor 
Road, Doncaster. 


nr. Manchester. T. 


REV. A. B. DOWNING to “ Colston,” 16 Styal Road, Wilmslow, 
elephone. Wilmslow 


silence. The Wattle then of her visiting 
the Liverpool District. Mrs. Hughes (district de cate) gave a very 
full account of the Women’s League Annual Meeting and Mrs. 
Bradshaw (Southport) a most comprehensive survey of the As- 
sembly Meetings. 


Mrs. E. Shirvell Price of to Morris 


and to the speakers, and to Wallasey Branch for their hospitality. 


Ringwood : The Spring Festival, celebrated recently, saw the 
Meeting House comfortably filled with many friends, both old and 
new, who joined with us im our service. The Rev. Dr. J. C. Flower, 

nducted the service amidst beautiful floral decorations, a 
the wonderful collection of wild flowers 


M.A., co 
high light of these bei 


made by the lars of the Sunday School. Dr. Flower gave an 
iss Daphne Down, of emouth, reminded many of the 
a century origin of the Meeting House and was a joy to all. 
| News from the West 
From our Western Correspondent 
Twenty out of the twenty-five congregations in the Western 
Union were represented at the Annual Assembly held at Unity 
Church, Torquay, on May 15, 1954. Several congregations sent 
large parties, and the total attendance was such that latecomers 
were unable to find seats in the Church. The Preacher at the 
Annual Service was the Rev. L. Redfern, who delivered a stirring 
address on “ Putting on the whole armour of God.” He admitted 
that there was much to discourage us nowadays; nevertheless, as 
ee he said, Christianity has always been at its best when it has been 
ee that, at the Business Meeting afterwards, a desire was expressed to 
have it in printed form; and only the hard economics of the print- 
—— ing trade prevented this idea from being carried out. 
Union Meetings is the keen competition for election to the Com- 
mittee—this year there were ten candidates for three vacancies, and i 
a ballot resulted in the election of Mr. N. D. Blake, Sir W. P. 
the year’s work were presented, and the Treasurer announced that 
the Collection at the Annual Service was the highest a. 
with more still to come (it was hoped!) from those who had 
unable to gain admittance to the Church. Two of outstand- 
was importance of securing an 
HOLI vacancies : The Inquirer and the Western Union Chronicle. Speaking on the 
used latter topic, Sir W. P. Colfox paid an eloquent tribute to the good 
Quakers and others. “ Finest All-Season Climate” (town claim); work done by the denominational press in general and The Inquirer 
informative brochures free. 54-8 gns. weekly, including full board. in particular. 
carly tea, gratuities, etc. Twin beds; h. and c.; Slumberlands. Two immediately after the Business Meeting, tea was served by the 
comfortable Lounges No Lift. Meat-Vegetarian. NORMAN- ladies of the Torquay congregation (assisted b a sufficient number 
of male helpers), and then the meeting settled down to a stimulating 
address by Mr. S. R. Butler, President of the General Assembly, 
Bawesn orchestra. ‘Phone, Hastings 4784. who gave a most encouraging talk on the work of the churches. 
were fri as 
the end ministers departed thei various 
various 
ma a homes, after what one of them described as “the best Western 
Union Assembly we have ever had.” 
Liverpool District Women’s League ee 
The spring meeting of the Liverpool District was held 
at the Memorial Reed Wall on Wed Unitarian Broadcast 
y Ninety-seven members were present. service was The service from the Swansea Unitarian Church will be broad- 
Japan, “In the hum of the market there is money, under the View Our Pate” 
cherry tree there is peace,” Miss Harris said “ Let us keep a balance : 
| in life. so that in its business we may find time to look up into the | 
. cherry tree; the aim of our lives should be to become nicer people. RATES 
begin and end our day an act of remembrance.” 2 Gees, Ss. Od . is. @¢. 
A welcome to Miss Harris and the Lin District League cs & Od. >. word, 3¢. 
Mine Rath Herford. an chair. Sympathy was expressed to Mrs. _ 


